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The post-classical period is a very important period and the connecting bridge
between the classical and the modern Islamic thought. In this period inter-
disciplinary connections between the Islamic sciences became an important
characteristic element and took place between many disciplines.

We find a connection between Kalam and philosophy which started from
the works of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 1209) especially in his work al-Matalib
al-‘Aliya. This attempt of reconciliation between Kalam and philosophy pro-
duced what we can call philosophical Kalam and opened the door for Mu-
takalimun after him to take up an integral part in philosophical thinking such
as al-Tasi (d. 1274), ‘Adud ad-Din al-Iji (d. 1355) and al-Sharif al-Jurjani (d.
1413). Also, in the field of Sufism Ibn ‘Arabi (d. 1240) and al-Jili (d. 1424)
made great use of philosophical concepts and started a philosophical mysti-
cism which became clear in the works of Mulla Sadra (d. 1640).

In this area is the recent book Frank Griffel, the Formation of Post Classical
Philosophy in Islam, of great importance. It provides a deep understanding
of the formation of the post-classical era and built the ground for perceiving
its emergences. Interdisciplinary also took place in Qur’anic studies in Tafsir
al-Razi Mafatih al-Ghayb using philosophy in interpreting qur’anic verses.

There are many other theologians, philosopher, Sufies and Fuqaha’ in this
period whose works demonstrate such an interdisciplinary tendency and who
will be included in this conference. However, we are also discussing here the
historical background and the influence of Mamluk politics on the Islamic
sciences.

Thus, our aim is to trace the importance of rationality in the interdisci-
plinary tendency of the post-classical period. Therefore, we are holding in
Erlangen a conference on the post-classical period in order to shade a spe-
cial light on the importance of this period. Thus, we are inviting researchers
who are interested in this period in order to produce together a work through
this conference which highlights the different elements of the post-classical
period.



